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COLLEGE ATHLETICS

T'HE much mooted question of college athlet-

ics has again come before the public eye in

a forcible manner. It is usual and proper on

sucli occasions to discuss the matter from vari-

ous angles, to inquire into the subject wifli a

view to determining the advisability of and jus-

tification for certain practices which are at pres-

ent in vogue among modern American Colleges.

We will endeavor then to present our views on

the matter only as a link in the chain of con-

structive criticism.

Tliere is a three fold purpose in modern col-

lege life—the intellectual, moral, and physical

development of the man. These ends are so in-

terrelated and so dependent one upon the other

that a neglect of any one of them has a harmful

influence upon a man's education. He is not fully

educated unless due attention has been paid to

these types of human development. Healthy

minds apd healthy bodies go hand in hand and

though the primary purpose of a college course

may be to develop one's intellect, still, there is

the ever-present possibility of a breakdown from

physical incapacity, which can very easily be

obviated by properly coordinating physical and

mental training. The only possible way of at-

taining this coordination in colleges is by a sys-

tem of athletics, whereby the individual may
develop his body and incidently derive a certain

amount of pleasure and recreation from partici-

pation in athletics. In answer to the possible

objection that participation is usually limited to

a relatively small number, we wish to call at"

tention to the fact that athletic contests invari-

ably attract a majority of the student body, that

the individuals of this body are interested in

their representatives, that their spirit is aroused

to a high pitch with the result that physical re-

action occurs in their bodies, thereby accom-

plishing to a certain degree the same result as is

being accomplished by those engaged in the con-

test, though not comparable in magnitude.

It is true, however, that men of meagre physi-

que have made the journey of life and achieved

prominence and success. These are exceptions.

Ordinarily a man who is unequipped physically

falls by the wayside long before the man who
has the boon of a sound and healthy body.


